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SPOTLIGHT: BACTERIAL MENINGITIS

NEWSWORTHY

NATION/STATE

According to the CDC, menin-

tion of the agent, typically from

gococcal disease and therefore

blood or cerebrospinal fluid most colleges and universities

ACIP recommendations for gococcal disease occurs between (CSF). have required all incoming stu-
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Influenza vaccine (taken from ifp?(?xiznict)gly Eg;fesof ifr:g::”;e In 2005 drival i g:;lttshzgregeptrg?:ssvi?)ﬁcalre from @
, Y n , a quadrivalent meningo- :

CDC’s MMWR RR-6, 7/13/07) invasive infections. Neisseria coccal polysaccharide-protein
“Princioal dat d ch meningitidis, a gram-negative cohjugate vaccine (MCV4) was With early diagnosis and proper
finclpal - updates and changes diplococcus, has overtaken licensed for use among 11-55 treatment, the fatality rate is less

include 1) reemphasizing the impor-

tance of administering 2 doses of Streptococcus pneumoniae and year olds. The most recently than 10%. Meningococcal dis-
vaccine to all children aged 6 months- /a‘/jfgohﬁ;z/g:: I:;{Juseaqiz\?:atépnet ot:’ revised recommendation for ease is a 24-hour rapidly report-
8 years if they have not been vacci- g g vaccination using MCV4 was able diseases in the state of

nated previously at any time with
either live, attenuated influenza vac-
cine (doses separated by >6 weeks)

or ftrivalent inactivated influenza
vaccine

weeks), with single annual doses in

subsequent years; 2) recommending
that children aged 6 months—-8 years
who received only 1 dose in their first
year of vaccination receive 2 doses

the following year, with single annual

(doses separated by >4

bacterial meningitis. N. meningiti-
dis has 13 serogroups, including
A B, C Y, and W-135.

There are over 600 invasive N.
meningitidis infections nation-
wide, to date. Virginia has seen
10 cases, which is slightly less
than last year's figures. There
have been no confirmed cases in
the Piedmont Health District this

issued by the Advisory Commit-
tee on Immunization Practices
(ACIP) in June 2007. This recom-
mendation includes routine vac-
cination to all persons aged 11-
18 years with 1 dose of MCV4 as
early as possible, a slight modifi-
cation to the previous recommen-
dation.

Virginia. Because of the severity
of this disease, the Virginia De-
partment of Health states that “it
is important to identify close
contacts and provide prophylaxis
immediately, without delay. Labo-
ratory confirmation of the sero-
group is also important for the
determination of public health
policy in situations in which multi-
ple cases occur.”

College freshmen in dormitories

doses in subsequent years; . . )
are at increased risk for menin-

and 6) using the 2007--2008 trivalent
vaccine virus strains A/Solomon
Islands/3/2006 (H1N1)-like (new for
this season), A/Wisconsin/67/2005

year. Confirmation includes isola- * MMWR 54(RR-7) 5/25/05.

(H3N2)-like, and
B/Malaysia/2506/2004-like anti- C D 2 0 0 7
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